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PSALM  LXXXVIir,  18. 

Lover  and  friend  hast  thou  put  far  from  me,  and  mine 
acquaintance  into  darkness, 

THIS  Pfalm  appears  to  have  been  written  in 
a  time  of  great  affliction.  The  Pfalmift  goes  to 
God,  and  pours  oat  all  his  grief  into  his  b©fom, 
and  tells  him  all  his  troubles,  confefling  the  hand 
of  God  in  them,  and  humbly  imploring  relief. 
"  O  Lord  God  of  my  falvation,  I  have  cried  day 
and  night  before  thee.  Let  my  prayer  come 
before  thee  :  incline  thine  ear  unto  my  cry  ;  for 
my  foul  is  full  of  troubles."  The  troubles  which 
he  mentions  were  gloomy  apprehenfions  of  his 
own  approaching  death,  and  the  lofs  of  (bmc  near  ^ 
and  dear  friends  by  death,  while  he  felt  deftitutc 
of  the  fpccial  tokens  of  Divine  grace  and  mercy, 
and  the  comfortable  prefencc  of  God.  Thefe 
things  unitedly  prefled  up<sn  his  mind,  and  bore 
him  down  like  an  infupportable  burden.  "  My 
life  draweth  nigh  unto  the  grave,  I  am  counted 
t^ith  them  that  go  down  into  the  pit :  I  am  as  a 
man  that  hath  no  ftrength.  Shall  thy  loving 
kindaefs  be  declared  in  the  grave  ?  or  thy  falth- 
fulnefs  in  deftru£tion  ?  Shall  thy  wonders  be 
known  in  the  dark  ?  and  thy  righteoufncfs  in 
the  land  of  forgetfulnefs  ?  But  unto  thee  have 
I  cried,  O  Lord  ;  and  in  the  morning  fliall  my 
prayer  prevent  thee.  Lord,  why  cafteft  thou  off 
my  foul  ?     Why  hideft  thou  thy  face  from  me  ? 


While  I  fufFer  thy  terrors,  I  am  diftrafted.  Lover 
andjriend  bast  thou  put  far  from  me^  and  mine 
acquaintance  into  darkness ^^ 

In  attending  to  this  fubjefl:,  I  fhall  fhew, 

I.  That  when  lover  and  friend  are  taken  from 
us  by  death,  it  is  God  who  takes  them  away. 

II.  That  God  has  a  right  to  take  them  away. 

III.  How  we  ought  to  feel  and  condu6l  to- 
wards God  under  his  dealings  with  us. 

IV.  How  we  ought  to  feel  and  condufl:  to- 
wards ourfelves  under  thefc  trials. 

I  am  to  fhew^ 

I.  That  when  our  friends  are  taken  from  us 
by  death,  it  is  God  who  takes  them  away. 

This  is  a  truth  which  none  pretend  to  deny, 
but  is  freely  acknowledged  by  all ;  yet  it  is  in 
many  cafes  with  but  very  little  fenfe  or  con^ 
fideration  of  what  they  fay.  How  many  talk  as 
if  they  did  not  believe  that  every  death  is  the 
cfFedi  of  Divine  agency  ?  Such  an  one,  fay  they, 
died  by  an  unhappy  accident :  fuch  an  one,  by 
bad  managcojent  ofphyficians:  fuch  an  one,  by  the 
fword  oi  civiljuftige:  and  fuch  an  one,  by  the  hand 
of  a  murderer.  Hence  men  feem  to  acknowledge 
the  means  and  Inftrumcnts  of  death,  but  negle£l 
to  acknowledge  the  great  ovev-ruiing  Agent,  and 
efficient  Caufe  of  every  death.  » 

It  is  as  much  impoflible  that  any  one  fliould 
die  without  the  agency  of  God,  as  it  is  impoffible 
that  fuch  an  one  ftiould  come  into  life  without  the 
agency  of  God.  No  me^ns  or  inftruments  can 
effed  the  death  of  a  fingle  creature  without  the 
agency  of  God,  any  more  than  thofe  inftruments 
and  means  could  create  an  individual  without  the 
agency  of  God*     It  takes  as  great  power  to  kill, 


as  It  does  to  make  alive.  When  Jefus  flood  be- 
fore the  bar  of  Piiate, Pilate  faid  unto  him,  "Know- 
eft  thou  not  that  I  have  power  to  crucify  thee, 
and  power  to  releafe  thee  ?  Jefus  faith  unto 
him,  Thou  couldeft  have  no  power  at  all  againfl: 
me,  except  it  were  given  thee  from  above."  This 
might  be  as  truly  faid  of  every  mean  and  every 
inftrument  of  man's  death.  They  could  hare  no 
power  to  efFe£l  it,  except  it  were  given  them  from 
above.  God  could  never  have  given  cxillence 
and  life  to  fuch  an  important  being  as  man,  with- 
out having  fome  important  defign  in  it  ;  and 
that  defign  he  muft  accomplifh,  or  elfe  be  difap- 
pointed  :  but  God  cannot  be  difappointed  ;  there- 
fore every  human  being  muft  continue  in  life, 
till  God's  defign  in  giving  life  is  anfwered  ;  and 
then  will  be  the  time  of  that  creature's  death. 

God  will  glorify  himfelf  in  the  life  and  in  the 
death  of  every  fon  and  daughter  of  Adam  ;  and 
will  glorify  himfelf  in  them  to  all  eternity.  He 
will  continue  every  individual  in  life,  juft  fo 
long  as  will  be  for  his  own  glory,  and  no  longer. 
The  great  work  of  man's  life  appears  to  be  the 
forming  of  a  character  for  another  ftate  beyond 
the  grave ;  and  God  will  keep  every  creature 
here,  till  his  appointed  charafter  be  formed  ; 
and  then  he  will  take  away  his  life :  and  until 
then,  nothing  can  take  away  life,  though  ever  fo 
deftrudiive  in  its  nature  :  neither  the  peftilence 
that  waiketh  in  darknefs,  nor  the  dcftrUtftion  that 
wafteth  at  noon  day  ;  neither  the  bow,  nor  bat- 
tle-axe, nor  favage  beaft,  nor  devouring  elements, 
have  power  to  kill,  till  they  are  commiflioned  by 
Him,  who  gives  life,  prefer ves  it,  and  takes  it 
^way.     Thus  Jonah  lived  three  days  and  three 


niglits  in  the  belly  of  the  fifli  ;  Daniel  continued 
all  nloht  in  the  den  of  hungry  lions  ;  and  the 
three  friends  lived  in  the  midft  of  the  fiery  fur- 
nace, though  feven  times  hotter  than  it  was  wont 
lo  be  heated  :  becaufe  neither  Jonah,  nor  Daniel, 
nor  the  three  friends,  had  yet  finifhed  their  char- 
acters, nor  come  to  the  time  whereia  God  had 
appointed  that  they  fhould  4ic. 

Job,  fpcaking  of  God,  fays,  "  In  whofe  hand 
Is  the  life  of  every  living  thing,  and  the  breath 
of  all  mankind:  all  the  days  of  my  appointed 
lime  will  I  wait  till  my  change  come/'  God 
bath  appointed  the  day,  and  the  means,  and  the 
place,  and  the  manner,  of  every  man's  death. 
Job  faith  again,  "  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman, 
is  of  few  days  and  full  of  trouble.  He  cometh 
forth  like  a  fiower,  and  is  cut  down  ;  he  fleeth 
alfoas  a  (hadow,  and  continueth  not.  His  days 
are  detei mined,  the  number  of  his  months  are 
with  thee  :  thou  haft  appointed  his  bounds,  that 
he  cannot  pafs."  1  hus  the  bounds  of  every  indi- 
vidual are  fet,  over  which  he  cannot  pafs.  God 
challengeth  this  as  his  right,  as  the  only  living 
God.  *'  See  now  that  I,  even  I,  am  he,  and  there 
is  no  god  with  me ;  I  kill,  and  I  make  alive  ;  I 
wound,  and  I  heal ;  neither  is  there  any  that  can 
deliver  out  of  my  hand."  Again,  "The  Lord 
kllleth,  and  maketh  alive ;  he  hringeth  down  to 
the  grave,  and  bringeth  up,"  Thus  every  raan'a 
life  and  death  are  entirely  in  the  hand,  and  at  the 
difpofal  of  God.  And  let  the  time,  and  place, 
and  means,  and  inftruments,  be  what  they  may, 
ftiil  it  is  God,  and  God  alone,  who  kills  and 
makes  alive,  who  wounds  and  heals  again,  and 
Eoae  can  deliver  out  of  his  hand* 


I  am  to  fhew, 

II.  That  God  has  a  right  to  take  fro&n  un 
lover  and  friend. 

God's  own  glory  was  his  ultimate  end  la 
making  all  things.  The  Scriptures  declare,  that 
"  he  hath  made  all  things  for  himfelf  ;  and  for 
his  pleafure  they  are  and  were  created."  This, 
then,  was  his  great  end  in  giving  life  and  being 
to  men  ;  and,  as  their  Maker,  he  has  a  right  to 
make  eveiy  fon  and  daughter  of  Adam  \anfwer 
this  end  in  the  bcft  poflTible  manner.  In  order 
for  this,  he  has  a  right  to  take  away  the  life  of 
every  individual  when  he  pleafes.  However  trying 
thefc  things  may  be  to  friends  and  relatives ; 
however  affcdling  and  diftrcffing ;  it  alters  not 
the  right  of  God.  He  formed  all  thefe  tender 
connexions  ;  and  when  it  will  be  for  the  bcft 
good  of  his  moral  fyftcro,  or  the  mod  for  his 
own  glory,  he  has  a  right  to  part  afunder  thofe 
connexions,  and  remove  our  dcareft  friends  into 
darkncfs,  and  to  the  land  of  forgetfulnefs.  And 
we  fee  it  is  God's  holy  purpofe  that  mankind* 
fliould  die  at  different  ages,  under  different  cir- 
cumflances,  and  in  different  conditions,  from 
the  infant  in  the  bofom  of  its  mother,  down  to 
extreme  old  age  ;  thus  teaching  us,  that  perfons 
of  every  age  and  condition  are  liable  to  immediate 
death. 

What  gives  God  this  right  to  take  away  life,  is, 

I.  That  he  hath  made  all  men  :  and  the  Cre- 
ator claims  a  right  over  the  creature*  He  gave 
life,  and  may  he  not  take  it  away  ?  **  Shall  the 
thing  formed  fay  unto  him  that  formed  it,  Why 
haft  thou  made  mc  thus  ?"  May  he  not  do  what 
he  will  with  his  own  I 
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2.  God  alwaya  takes  away  life  in  infinite  wlf- 
dom.  He  is  as  wife  in  taking  away  as  in  giving 
life.  He  always  takes  away  in  the  beft  time,  and 
under  the  beft  circumftances.  He  knows  wben 
it  is  beft  that  men  fliould  die. 

3.  He  takes  away  life  according  to  perfeft 
goodaefs.  God  is  infinitely  well  difpofed  to- 
wards the  work  of  his  hands.  He  is  difpofed  to 
do  good,  and  his  tender  mercies  arc  over  all  his 
works. 

4.  He  removes  lover  and  friend  from  us  in  per- 
fed:juftice.  If  death  be  an  evil,  we  all  defervc  it, 
T hofe  who  die,  defervc.  to  die  ;  and  thofc  who 
live,  deferve  the  trial  and  difappointment,  "  By 
one  man,  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death 
by  fin  ;  fo  death  hath  paflied  upon  all  men,  for 
that  all  have  finned. — Death  is  the  wages  of 
fin." 

I  am  to  fhcw, 

III.  How  we  ought  to  feel  and  condufl:  to- 
wards God,  when  he  takes  our  friends  froia 
us. 

1.  We  ought  to  feel  and  acknowledge  his 
right.  We  ought  to  acknowledge  the  truth,  and 
give  to  every  being  his  right :  but  above  all  things 
to  give  God  his  right  ;  for  his  right  is  originaL 
Creatures  have  no  right  but  a  relative  right.  But 
God  is  Lord  and  Proprietor  of  all.  This  wc 
ought  to  feel,   and    moft   heartily   acknowledge. 

2.  We  ought  to  feel  fatisficd  when  God  takes 
his  right.  Thus  Job  felt  when  he  faid,  "  The 
Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  ; 
bleffed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.  What  !  Shall 
we  receive  good  at  the  hand  of  the  Lord,  and 
(hall  we  not  receive  evil  ?"     Thus  the  Shunamite 


felt,  when  flic  faid,  in  reference  to  the  death  of 
her  only  fon,  *^  //  //  welW*  And  fo  felt  good  old 
Eli,  when  he  exclaimed,  in  reference  to  the  moft 
tremendous  afflidion,  "  It  is  the  Lord  ;  let  him 
do  what  feemcth  him  good."  The  voice  of  God 
to  us  under  bereavements,  is,  *'  Be  ftill,  and 
know  that  I  am  God.*'  We  muft  kifs  the  rod> 
and  him  that  hath  appointed  it.  We  muft  ac- 
quaint ourfelves  with  him,  and  be  at  peace,  that 
thereby  good  may  come  unto  our  fouls* 

Wc  ought  humbly  to  adore  the  holy  hand  of 
God,  He  is  the  Judge  of  all  the  earthy  who  does  the 
Jth'tng  that  is  right.  He  has  done  it,  in  wifdora, 
juftice,  and  goodnefs.  He  has  done  what  was 
beft  ;  therefore  it  become.^  us  to  fay.  Blessed  and 
adored  be  bis  great  and  holy  Name. 

I  am  to  (hew, 

IV.  How  wc  ought  to  feel  and  condu£l  to- 
wards ourfelves,  when  God  takes  from  us  our 
dear  friends. 

When  our  friends  are  dead,  they  are  gone  be* 
yond  our  reach,  and  beyond  our  affiftance ; 
hence  we  ought  immediately  to  pay  a  ftridl  atten- 
tion to  ourfelves,  and  fee  that  we  lofe  not  the 
advantage  which  may  be  derived  from  afHidions. 

I.  We  ought  to  confider  ourfelves  as  dying 
creatures  ;  that  our  time  is  haftening  on  ;  and 
that  we  have  a  great  work  to  do  while  life  lafts, 
or  never.  We  are  now  on  probation;  after 
death,  comerh  the  judgment.  Therefore  we 
ought  to  work  while  the  day  lafts  ;  for  the  night 
cometh  when  no  man  can  work.  We  ought  not 
to  let  our  grief  take  the  lead,  and  call   away  our 
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attention  from  ourfeives.  Many  weep  and  mourn 
much  for  the  dead,  but  none  for  thcmfclvcs. 

2.  We  ought  to  confider  ourfeives  as  finners, 
and  humble  ourfeives  before  God.  "  Remem- 
bering mine  afflidion  and  ray  mifery,"  faid  Jer- 
emiah, "  the  wormwood  and  the  gall,  my  foul 
hath  them  fiill  in  remembrance,  and  is  humbled 
in  me.  Wherefore  doth  a  living  man  complain, 
a  man  for  the  pimiihment  of  his  fms  ?"  *'  I  will 
bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have 
finned  againft  him,"  faid  Micah.  That  is,  I  will 
bear,  any  trials  and  affiicuions  which  he  fees  fit  to 
lay  upon  me  ;  for  I  know  that  1  have  finned, 
and  deferve  them.  Jeremiah  faid  in  his  afflic- 
tions, "  It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies  that  we  arc 
not  confumed."  He  felt  his  fins,  and  felt  his  ill 
defert,  and  how  right  it  would  be  in  God  if  he 
fhculd  proceed  in  judgment  againft  him. 

3.  We  ought  to  confefs  and  forfake  our  fins, 
and  throw  ourfeives  on  Divine  mercy.  This  is 
©ur  only  refuge.  To  do  this  without  delay,  we 
have  the  greateft  encouragement  "The  Lord 
taketh  pleafure  in  them  that  fear  him,  in  thofe 
that  hope  in  his  mercy," 

I.  Is  every  death  effeded  by  Divine  agency, 
and  is  it  God,  and  God  only,  who  takes  from  us 
lover  and  friend  ?  Then  how  exceedingly  wicked 
is  it,  not  to  be  moved  at  fuch  times  with  a  fenfc 
of  our  afflidions,  and  of  the  hand  of  God  in  them! 
What  blindnefe  1  What  infidelity  !  What  heathen- 
ifm  !  What  brutal  ftupidity,  yea,  more  than 
brutal  ftupidity  !  The  brutes  will  mourn  over 
their  dead  j  fhall  man  be  more  brutal  ? 


2.  This  fubjcfl:  may  teach  us  a  fuitable  beha- 
vior when  God  is  threatening  us  with  the  lofs  of 
friends.  It  depends  on  God,  and  on  him  alone, 
whether  they  (hall  be  taken  from  us  or  not.  We 
ought  not  then  to  indulge  a  diftrading  anxiety* 
We  ought  not  to  fly  to  every  creature  for  help, 
as  though  man  could  fave.  **  None  of  them  can 
by  any  means  redeem  his  brother,  nor  give  to 
God  a  ranfom  for  him."  We  ought  to  ufe  all 
prudent  means  to  preferve  life  and  health,  and 
then  leave  the  event  with  God.  We  fhould  betake 
©urfelvesfo  him,  who  is  the  great  Fountain  of 
life,  and  who  holds  the  keys  of  death*  And  as 
he  fhews  us  his  will,  we  ihould  fee  to  it  that  we 
are  prepared  to  meet  it.  It  is  awfully  criminal  tQ 
withhold  what  God  demands.  It  will  make  $l 
deep  and  fore  wound,  when  God  tears  from  men 
that  which  they  are  unwilling  to  let  go.  God  is 
the  efficient  caufe  of  ficknefs,  as  well  as  of  death. 
He  muft  be  acknowledged  in  it. 

3.  Every  death  muft  have  an  important  cffed: 
upon  every  furviving  friend.  God  works  not  in 
vain.  It  will  foften  or  harden  ;  it  will  be  a  fa- 
vor t>f  life  unto  life,  or  a  favor  of  death  unto 
death.     It  will  not  leave  men  as  it  finds  them. 

It  is  fometimes  pradifed,  on  occafions  like  this, 
to  give  the  charaSer,  and  pronounce  a  panegyric 
on  the  dead.  But  nothing  very  particular  of 
this  nature  will  be  €xpe£l:ed  on  this  occafion,  when 
it  is  known,  that  the  fpeaker  is  almoft  a  total 
ftranger  as  to  any  perfonal  acquaintance  with  the 
deceafed.  But  thus  much  can  he  fay,  fhc  was 
of  a  comely  form,  of  eafy  and  handfome  addrefs, 
and  promifed  much  comfort  and  affiftance  to  her 
partner  and  his  little  daughters.     She  had  a  good 
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education;  and  fuch  abilities,  affable  manners, 
and  piety,  as  recommended  her  to  the  friendly 
notice  and  high  refpe£l  of  her  acquaintance,  and 
eminently  qualified  her  to  difcharge,  with  honor 
and  ufefulnefs,  the  duties  of  that  important  fphere, 
wherein  it  was  fondly  hoped  fhe  would  have 
been  permitted  long  to  move. — She  joined  the 
church  in  her  native  place,  and,  fo  far  as  our 
knowledge  extends,  lived  like  a  Chriftian,  com- 
mending herfelf  to  every  man's  c©nfcience  in  the 
fight  of  God  ;  and  we  have  good  reafon  to  bc- 
live  (he  died  in  the  faith  and  hope  of  the  Gofpel, 
and  has  entered  into  the  joys  of  her  Lord.* 

*  From  information  received  since  the  above  was  writte^^ 
it  is  here  adied^  that  within  the  last  two  years  of  Mrs* 
Burnham^s  life^  she  experienced  a  great  change  in  her  reli- 
gious opinions  and  feelings,  Shetuas  a  professor  of  religion^ 
and  probably  a  subject  of  grace^  before  ;  yet^  in  view  of 
the  doctrines  ofGrace^  her  mind  was  dark  and  confused^  and 
at  times  much  perplexed.  At  lengthy  by  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  J  she  perceived  the  truth  and  consistency^  end 
felt  the  power  and  comfort,  of  those  doctrines.  She  became 
a  decided  believer  in  the  real  Deity  and  Atonement  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  entire  depravity  of  human  nature^ 
the  necessity  if  regeneration  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost^ 
and  in  all  the  other  doctrines  of  the  Gospel  inseparably  cow- 
nected  with  these.  She  deeply  lamented  her  past  conform' 
ity  to  the  fashionable  world  ;  and  from  a  r2iX\o\i2\pr9jessor 
of  Christianity^  became  a  spiritual,  engaged,  and  solemn 
Christian,  She  took  a  lively  interest  in  revivals  •freligionm 
Reports  of  them  were  to  her  soid  glad  tidings  oj  great  joy, -^ 
During  the  last  summer  of  her  single  life,  Mrs.  Burnkam 
taught  a  school  in  Pembroke,  In  this  situation^  her  amiable 
disposition,  popular  talents,  and  ardent  piety,  were  very 
conspicuous.  Sensible  of  the  high  responsibility  attached  to 
her  office^  she  daily  opened  and  closed  her  schoot  by  prayer* 
By  her  conciliating  manners^  and  assiduous  attention,  she 
won  the  affection  of  her  pupils,  and  secured  the  approbation 
and  respect  of  their  parents,'^  Soon  after  her  connexion  with 
Mr,  Burnham,  she  was  elected  to  preside  in  th^  Pembroke 
J^emale  Religious  Society  ^  which  station  she  Jilkd  until  her 
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This  fubjeft  addreffes  itfelf  to  the  mourners 
and  friends  of  the  deceafed,  but  more  efpecially 
to  the  bereaved  hufband. 

Dear  Sir^  Your  trials  Indeed  are  great  and  un- 
comtnon  ;  tike  thofe  of  one  of  the  beft  men  of 
old,  they  have  come  in  quick  and  doleful  fuc- 
ceffion.  It  is  almoft  an  unheard  of  cafe,  that  a 
young  man  ftiould,  in  fo  ftiort  a  fpace  of  time,  be 
called  to  follow  three  young  lovely  companions 
to  the  filent  grave  !  and  perhaps  a  quite  unheard 
of  cafe,  when  we  add,  that  you  are  left  with  three 
young,  helplefs,  motherlcfe  daughters !  Yes, 
three  times  arc  you  called  to  repeat  the  mournful 
language  of  the  text,  "Lover  and  friend. 
Lover  and  friend.  Lover  and  friend, 
hast  thou  put  far  from  me^  and  mifie  acquaintance 
into  darkness^^  We  feel  that  you  are  trebly  en- 
titled to  that  pity  from  your  friends,  which  Job 
fo  pathetically  requeftcd  in  his  troubles :  "  Have 
pity  upon  me,  have  pity  upon  me,  O  ye  my 
friends  ;  for  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me.'* 
Yes,  my  dear  friend,  I  think  I  can,  in  forae 
meafurc,  enter  into  your  feelings  ;  having  fo 
lately  been  called  to  drink  of  the  fame  cup  of 
affll£tion  myfclf,  as  you  well  know  ;  and  the 
token  on  my  arm  will  remind  the  ftranger  that 
the  wound  is  ftill  frefli,  which  was  made  by  the 
death  of  the  wife  of  my  youth.     Moft  gladly 

deaths  greatly  to  the  edification  and  comfort  of  the  members » 
la  Mrs,  Burnham^  her  husband  found  a  help  truly  meet  for 
Mm  ;  and  his  little  bereaved  daughters^  a  most  tender,  af- 
fectionate^ ana  faithful  mother.  After  a  life  of  the  finest 
healthy  never  confined  a  single  day  till  her  last  sickness^  al- 
though she  was  nearly  26  years  oj  age^  Mrs,  Burnham  died 
of  a  nervous  affection  of  only  ten  days  lengthy  leaving  an 
infant  daughter  which  survived  its  motfiar  but  one  week* 
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WO  u  I  now,  were  it  in  my  power,  apply  the 
healing  balm  of  coniblation  to  your  bleeding 
heart.  And  what  can  more  effeftually  footh 
your  heaving  breaft,  than  a  lively  fenfe  that  God 
has  done  it,  and  that  he  has  fome  great  and  good 
and  wife  defigns  to  aafwer  by  it  ?  which,  though 
you  know  not  what  they  be  now  ;  yet  that  you 
may  be  permitted  to  know  hereafter,  to  your  per- 
feft  fatisfadion  and  ev.*:rlafting  joy.  Can  you 
entertain  an  hard  thought,  or  let  drop  a  murmur- 
ing vrord,  when  you  reflefl;  that  God  has  united 
you  to  three  fuch  amiable  friends,  and  taken  them 
all  away,  leaving  behind  them  fuch  lively  hopes 
that  they  have  all  entered  into  that  reft  which  re- 
maincth  for  the  people  of  God,  where  you  may 
again  meet  them,  if  you  live  and  die  as  you  ought, 
and  enter  into  a  far  more  endearing  friendfliip 
and  fellowfhlp  in  that  holy  ftate,  **  where  they 
neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage  ;  but 
are  as  the  angels  of  God.'*  Indulge  not  the 
thought,  that  all  thefe  things  muft  be  againft  you. 
How  do  we  know  but  that  all  thefe  things  are  for 
you,  and  {hall  work  together  for  your  everlafting 
good  ?  You  will  remember  that  affllAions  arc 
entailed  to  the  people  of  God.  You  will  now  go 
to  the  great  Fountaia  of  light,  and  wifdom,  and 
fupport,  and  confolaiion,  where  you  have  often 
directed  others  to  go  in  their  troubles.  Caft  all 
your  cares  upon  him,  for  he  careth  for  his  people  : 
and  he  has  promifed  never  to  leave  them  nor  for- 
fake  them.  And  you  will  carry  with  you  your 
little,  helplefs,  motherlefs  children,  and  by  faith 
lay  them  in  the  arms  of  his  fatherly  mercy.  He 
can  feed,  and  nurture,  and  defend  them  ;  and  car- 
ry them  through  all  the  dangers  of  infancy  and 
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childhb6d  ;  and  as  they  increafc  in  ftature,  he 
can  make  them  grow  in  favor  both  with  God  and 
znan.  Let  this  be  your  defirc  and  prayer,  that 
in  all  things  you  may  feel,  and  fpeak,  and  aft, 
as  you  ought  to  do  ;  that  you  may  adorn  religion, 
and  glorify  God  ;  and  that  you  and  your  people 
may  receive  the  great  advantage,  which  fprings 
from  fandtified  afflidions.* 

May  all  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  deceaf- 
ed  receive  inftrudion  from  this  afflidive  provi- 
dence, and  be  made  wife  unto  falvation. — It  is  the 
voice  of  God  to  them  ;  and  the  meaning  is  plain. 
The  language  of  it  is,  "  Be  ye  also  ready  :  for  ye 
know  not  when  the  Son  of  man  comeibT  This 
providence  will  not  be  in  vain  to  any  one  of  them. 
It  win  foften  or  harden  them.  May  it  have  the 
happy  effed:  to  wean  them  from  this  world  \  to 
raife  their  afFedions  to  God  ;  and  to  fit  chem  for 
death,  and  for  a  biifsful  eternhy. 

The  church  in  this  place  have  met  with  another 
ferious  lofg  ;  and  their  afflictions  keep  pace  with 
thofe  of  their  afflided  Paftor.  J.et  them  receive 
this  as  an  admonition  from  the  great  Head  of  the 
church  ;  to  watch  and  be  fober,  and  not  lo  fleep 
as  do  others  :  but  to  work  while  it  is  day  ;  to  do 

*  Mr»  Burnharn^s  uncommon  bereavements  ere  thought 
worthy  of  being  presented  in  a  connected  view.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Ann  Perly^  of  Dimbarto^K  New-Bcimp- 
shire.  May  16,  1808,  who  died  December  2^,  cf  the  same 
year  ;  tg  Miss  Mary  Calfe  White,  of  Plazittorv,  New-Hamp' 
shire^  January  23,  1810,  tvho  died  October  IS  1813 y 
andto3Iiss  Martha  Barnard^  of  Sterling.  Massachusetts^ 
November  \5,  1814,  and  fihc  died  September  30,  1815. — 
Thus  he  is  left  a  widozver  the  third  time  within  seven  yearsy 
ana  his  daughters  motherless  a  second  time,  although  one  is 
under  three  and  the  other  tinder  five  years  of  age,  "  Great 
things  doeth  /i£,  which  we  cannot  comprehend,''* 
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with  all  their  might  whatever  of  duty  their  hands 
find  to  do. — How  foon  was  the  work  of  your 
young  fifter  finifhed,  and  her  cafe  fealed  up  for-- 
ever  \  You  know  not  who  will  be  called  next, 
whether  old  or  young.  You  know  not  where 
the  next  breach  will  be  made.  How  much  docs 
it  become  you  then  to  be  ready,  to  have  your 
lamps  trimmed  and  burning  !  How  repeatedly 
have  the  hopes  and  high  expedlations  of  the  fillers 
of  this  church  been  cut  off  and  blafted  \  They 
have  feen  three  amiable  young  females  placed  as 
it  were  at  their  head  ;  whofe  talents  and  piety 
they  viewed  as  devoted  to  their  ufe  and  benefit ; 
and  from  whom  they  expeded  to  receive  much 
affiftanccj  while  travelling  up  out  of  this  wilderi- 
nefs  world.  But,  lo,  they  all,  in  quick  fucccffion, 
one  after  another,  have  been  called  from  thefe 
humble  employments  of  time,  to  engage  in  the 
vaft  fcenes  of  eternity.  God's  thoughts  arc  not 
as  our  thoughts,  nor  his  ways  as  our  ways.  Ye 
daughters  of  Jerusalem^  I  make  no  doubt  but  that 
your  lofs  is  felt,  and  that  your  grief  is  deep ;  but 
while  you  weep  for  yourfelves  and  for  your  chil- 
dren, forget  not  (I  know  you  will  not  forget)  your 
beloved  Paftor,  and  his  moth^rlefs  children.  All 
the  fympathies  of  your  fouls  will  be  excited  for 
them ;  and  your  fervent  prayers,  and  friendly  aid 
and  affiftance,  will  not  be  withholden.  Has  he 
not  mourned,  when  you  have  mourned  ?  and  has 
he  not  wept,  when  you  have  wept  ?  And  will 
you  not  now  return  him.  like  fympathy  again? 
Will  you  not  do  all  in  your  power  to  fupport  his 
affliaed  foul? 

Thisfubjed  admoniflies  all  in  this  affembly, 
that  all  of  us,  who  have  relatives  and  friends, 
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jfliuft  part  wUh  them,  or  be  parted  from  them,  in 
death  :  and  each  of  our  houfes,  in  their  turn,  muft 
be  converted  into  houfes  of  mourning.  They 
who  have  wives  muft  part  with  them  ,  and  they 
who  have  hufbands  muft  part  with  them.  Parents 
muft  part  with  their  children,  and  children  with 
their  parents.  We  muft  all  die,  becaufe  wc  have 
all  finned.  Death  is  the  wages  of  fin ;  "and  there 
is  no  difcharge  in  this  war."  And  the  only  foun- 
4ation  of  fupport  and  comfort,  in  view  of  ap- 
proaching death,  is  contained  in  the  Gofpel  of 
Chrift,  There  we  learn,  that  there  is  an  atoning 
Savior,  a  fin-pardoning  God,  a  peaceful  death,  a 
glorious  refurredion,  and  a  blifsful  eternity,  for 
all  penitent  and  believing  finncrs.  Let  all  this 
affembly  then  repent,  and  believe  the  Gofpel, 
and  all  this  blifs  Ihall  be  their  own,  forever*^- 
AMEN. 


HYMN, 

SUNG   AT    THE    CLOSE    OF    THE    TUNER AL    SERVICE. 

1.  Sweet  are  the  joys  of  social  life  ; 

They  move  a  feeling  heart ; 
But  tender  bands  must  all  dissolve  j 
Lovers  and  friends  must  part. 

2.  Gone  is  a  friend  of  two-fold  tie, 

A  mother  and  a  wife  ; 
How  does  the  living  partner  mourn  ! 
How  gloomy  is  his  life  ! 

3.  And  see  the  tender  offspring  too, 

The  branches  of  the  vine  ; 
They  languish  for  their  native  stock, 
And  round  a  father  twine, 

4.  What  once  a  common  charge  was  felt, 

Alone  the  father  bears  ; 
He  feels  his  own  and  children's  loss, 
And  double  are  his  cares. 

5.  But  God  is  able  to  support. 

And  will  impart  his  grace 
To  a'l  who  put  their  trust  in  him. 

And  humbly  seek  his  face.  * 

C.  Our  Saviour  God  will  hear  our  cries  ; 
In  grief  we  share  his  love  ; 
He  sees  the  mourner  in  distress, 
And  feels  his  pity  move. 

7.  To  Jesus  make  your  sorrows  known. 
And  banish  all  your  fears  ; 
His  hand  shall  raise  your  sinking  hopes, 
And  wipe  aw^y  your  tears. 
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